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Combining fundamental research with applied, for impact that 
influences policy and informs practice.

• Methodologies and techniques for data science and artificial 
intelligence 

• Local economic growth
• Supporting vulnerable people 



Specialist team of internationally renowned researchers and data 
analysts.

Keep up to date on our work and the latest publication visit 
http://www.blgdataresearch.org/

Join in the conversation online. Follow us on: 

@BLGDataResearch
#Data2Life 

http://www.blgdataresearch.org/


Since 2014, we have worked with private, public sector and not-
for-profit organisations. By bringing the latest insights out of the 
university and into society, we have been part of solving real world 
problems. 

These collaborations influence and inform best practice all over the 
world.



Explore 
Data

Enhance 
Knowledge

Empower 
society



Data analysis can help your 
organisation enhance customer 
engagement

Open data can be used 
allow organisations to be 

true innovators 

Data can demonstrate 
impact in order to secure 

future funding 

Data can measure 
project success 
and outcomes  

Data analysis can predict future trends 
and gaps in the market

Internal data can allow 
you to make savings 
and improve efficiencies

Data can provide greater market and 
demographic insight 

A.I. and machine learning 
can complement human 
interventions to reduce risk 
and manage demand





DATA 



The many forms of data…

1 - Big data

2 - Structured, unstructured, semi-structured data

3 - Time-stamped data

4 - Machine data

5 - Spatiotemporal data

6 - Open data

7 - Dark data

8 - Real time data 

9 - Genomics data

10 - Operational data

11 - High-dimensional data

12 - Unverified outdated data

13 - Transactional Data



• Excel

• Database

• Word documents

• Paper files

• Bespoke software

• Sales reports

• Feedback forms

• Social media

• Quotes

• Website hits

• Case studies

• Number of calls

• Pathway analysis

• Budgets

• Grants

• Marketing

• Projects and 

services

• Supply chain reports

• Emails

• Resource costings





https://www.jstor.org/stable/3117627?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents







Powered by data, chatbots
offer support and advice



Live dashboard showing trends 

Ref: https://www.kff.org/

https://www.kff.org/


Mobile phones data to track and 
monitor behaviour to fight the 

spread of coronavirus

Ref: https://www.theguardian.com/

https://www.theguardian.com/


AI and its computing power fast 
track research into a cure



Predicting trends and managing 
healthcare capacity 

Ref: https://www.livescience.com/

https://www.livescience.com/


Ability to predict 
road/pathway deterioration, 

allowing resources and 
funding to be allocated 

more effectively. 

Cost and time savings.





Forward-looking organisations are beginning to realise that it is not enough to analyse 
their data; they must also act on it.

• We provide grant funding to renowned researchers to solve real-life challenges

• Maximising your data by collecting, organising, linking and analysing various datasets

• Creating proof of concepts, feasibly studies and sharing best practice

Grant funding

World class data 
researchers 
offer cutting 

edge expertise

Work completed 
and handed 
over to the 

client

Further support 
available



Improving data analytics skills across the commercial, public 
and charity sector 

Equipping you with the skills required to use data more effectively.

Impact assessment

Data driven marketing Data analytics techniques





• Tacking your data dilemmas. 

• For creative thinkers and 
innovators.

• A workshop with a 
difference. 





A data strategy is a vision for how an organisation will 

collect, store, manage, share and use data.

“Aligns and prioritises data and analytics activities with key 
organisational priorities, goals and objectives.” (Micheline 
Casey, CDO LLC)

“A coherent strategy for organising, governing, analysing, and 
deploying an organisation’s information assets that can be 
applied across industries and levels of data maturity.” 
(DalleMule and Davenport, Harvard Business Review)

“Concepts of standards, collaboration and reuse applied to data 
to support improved accuracy, access, sharing and reuse.” 
(SAS)

“Intentional action & prioritisation plan” (Braden J. Hosch, Stony 
Brook University)

http://www.dataversity.net/chief-data-officer-challenge-build-data-strategy/
https://hbr.org/2017/05/whats-your-data-strategy
https://www.sas.com/content/dam/SAS/en_us/doc/whitepaper1/5-essential-components-of-data-strategy-108109.pdf
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/irpe/reports/_presentations/DataStrategy_Hosch_2017_05_31.pdf


Helps you use resources 

efficiently



Improves data 

management across 

your organisation



The volume of data is 

increasing every year 



Helps unlock the 

power of data



Ref: https://www.thinknpc.org/

https://www.thinknpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Data-with-destiny_NPC-1.pdf


Stage one: Data - Collecting good quality data 

User data 

Engagement data Feedback data

Outcome data
Impact data



Stage two: Raw data collated and organised 



Stage three: Turning information into knowledge

Outsource analysis

Upskill staff

Invest in systems 



Stage four: Use this new knowledge to improve 







• Privacy Regulations - GDPR

• Silos and siloed culture

• Lack of data integrity & data availability

• Skills gap

• Identifying the relevant technologies





This is your opportunity to use the power of data to 
enhance your organisation. 

Training 

Workshops

Podcasts 
and 

webinars 

Grant funded 
data analytics 

projects

Collaborative 
projects



13th May 2020
10.00 a.m. – 11.00 a.m.

A growing number of cybercriminals are exploiting the COVID-19 outbreak and security agencies 
across the world are issuing COVID-19 cybersecurity threat updates as more organisations are 

falling victim.

Now is the time to protect yourself and your organisation.

Learn from home with our virtual workshop delivered by Dr. Audrey Guinchard, a leading expert 
working at the intersection between cybercrime, data protection, and cybersecurity.

Register online here

https://essex-university.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FuvaRmWiR0ya6xPKKCbMpg


18th May 2020
1.00 p.m.-2.00 p.m.

Join us for a lunch and learn discussion, as we explore the changing role of social media during 
COVID-19. 

Research shows the detrimental impact that isolation and loneliness can have on mental health. 
Within the context of COVID19 lockdown, we ask the important questions on everyone's mind...

Has social media added fuel to the panic over COVID-19 or acted as a tool to connect 
communities during the lockdown?

Featuring renowned vblogger and social media researcher Shaaba Lotun. 

Register online here.

https://essex-university.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BUUC594-SPqEyRddg55iCQ


Join in the conversation online: 

@BLGDataResearch #Data2Life 

LinkedIn: ESRC Business and Local Government 
Data Research Centre

YouTube: ESRC Business and Local Government Data 
Research Centre

Email: BLGDataResearch@essex.ac.uk

mailto:BLGDataResearch@essex.ac.uk

